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Message Text 


1 . IN CONVERSATION WITH EMBOFF ON MARCH 28, WELL- 
PLACED RELIABLE U.N. SOURCE SAID THE FOLLOWING: 


2. SIILASVUO ON MARCH 25 HAD ASKED BOUTROS TO SEND 
ONE LEBANESE ARMY OFFICER TO NAKOURA FOR LIAISON 
WITH ISRAELIS AND U.N. THERE. LEBANESE HAD STILL 
NOT SENT ANYONE, HOWEVER. ISRAELIS HAVE HAD 20-25 
PEOPLE AND U.N. OVER 30 PEOPLE AT NAKOURA FOR FOUR 
TO FIVE DAYS. 


3. ISRAELI ARMY COMMANDER GUR HAD SAID HE WANTS TO 
BEGIN HIGH-LEVEL TALKS AT MINISTERIAL OR ARMY COMMANDER 
LEVEL WITH LEBANESE TO DISCUSS DEPLOYMENT OF LEBANESE 
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ARMY IN SOUTH LEBANON AND RETURN OF REFUGEES. 


4. UNMOS HAD BEEN REPORTING THAT CHRISTIANS IN 
MARJAYUN AREA WOULD BE EVEN TOUGHER TO DEAL WITH THAN 
PALESTINIANS. SA’D HADDAD HAD BEEN TAKING A VERY 
TOUGH ATTITUDE AND REPEATING ISRAELI LINE THAT UNIFIL 
MUST BE DEPLOYED TO NABATIYAH, CHATEAU BEAUFORT AND 
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OTHER AREAS WHERE THERE IS SUBSTANTIAL PALESTINIAN 
PRESENCE. ISRAEL HAD WARNED THAT BECAUSE OF 
HADDAD'S ATTITUDE UNIFIL WOULD HAVE TO GO SLOW 
IN SENDING TROOPS TO MARJAYUN. 

5. THE FOLLOWING TROOPS ATTACHED TO UNIFIL WERE NOW 
IN LEBANON: 

196 IRANIANS 

261 SWEDES 

506 FRENCH 

59 NORWEGIANS 

19 CANADIANS 

46 OFFICERS FROM ILMAC 

19 OFFICERS FROM UN OFFICE IN JERUSALEM 

6. ADDITIONAL FRENCH FORCES, WHICH WOULD BRING TOTAL 
FRENCH STRENGTH TO 750, WERE EXPECTED IN LEBANON 
WITHIN ONE WEEK. SENAGALESE AND BOLIVIANS WERE ALSO 
EXPECTED TO SEND CONTINGENTS, PERHAPS BY APRIL 20. 

IF THE BOLIVIANS DID NOT COME, THE IRISH MIGHT 
SEND TROOPS INSTEAD. ALTHOUGH THE FRENCH WERE 
PROBABLY PREPARED TO REMAIN EVEN IF THEY TOOK SOME 
CASUALTIES, OTHER UNITS, PARTICULARLY THE SWEDES, 

WERE NOT. 
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7. UNIFIL HAD PREPARED A DEPLOYMENT PLAN WHICH 
CALLED FOR UNIFIL TO PATROL A BELT ABOUT THREE 
KILOMETERS ALONG THE SOUTH BANK OF THE LITANI. THE 
FRENCH WERE TO MAN THE WESTERN SECTOR, THE IRANIANS 
THE CENTRAL SECTOR, AND THE NORWEGIANS THE EASTERN 
SECTOR. THE SWEDES WOULD CONDUCT MOBIL PATROLS SOUTH 
OF THIS BELT. NONE OF THE PARTIES INVOLVED, HOWEVER, 

HAD YET AGREED TO UNIFIL S PLAN. 

PARKER 
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